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INTRODUCTION

The analysis of student perception in higher education has become increasingly
relevant in educational research. Factors such as faculty competence, clarity in
communication, pedagogical commitment, and the incorporation of innovative
resources have a decisive influence on the assessment of academic experience (Marsh,
2007; Quansah et al., 2024). However, most studies have been conducted in a single
institutional setting, which limits comparative understanding of how teaching
reception varies when the same teacher and methodology are applied in different
national contexts.

This paper addresses this question through a design that analyzes the
perceptions of university students in France and the United States, keeping the
professor and methodology constant. The purpose is to isolate the variations
attributable to the cultural, institutional, and socioeconomic context, beyond the
individual characteristics of the teacher. In line with recent research, this premise is
based on the notion that the effectiveness of pedagogical and digital practices depends
on both the conditions of implementation and the environment in which they are
developed (Chugh et al., 2023; Nkomo et al.,, 2021).

This study draws on behavioral perspectives in educational psychology, where
trust, satisfaction, and engagement are key determinants of academic motivation and
perceived learning outcomes (Ryan & Deci, 2000; Schaufeli et al., 2002).

In international university contexts, teaching innovation cannot be understood
as a mere transfer of practices, but rather as a process of dynamic adaptation to the
academic, cultural, and institutional environment of the host country. As Markey et al.
(2023) and Fernandes et al. (2024) demonstrate, teachers who transition between
education systems must adapt their pedagogical strategies to new norms and
expectations, which involves not only reconfiguring their practice but also negotiating
with the institutional conditions that facilitate or limit innovation. The culture of
institutional innovation—encompassing shared values, supportive policies, and
organizational structures—plays a role in the sustainability of innovative practices,
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